
 

 

 

 

 

 

New York State Governor Approves Bill Banning 

Mercury in Cosmetics 

Governor Hochul of New York State signed a bill that prohibits the sale or any cosmetic product or personal 
care product containing mercury.  This bill amends section 37-0117 of the environmental conservation law 
and takes effect June 1, 2023. 
 
Definitions in the Act 
 
“Cosmetic product” is any article intended to be rubbed, sprinkled, or sprayed on, introduced into, or 
otherwise applied to the human body or any part thereof for beautifying, promoting attractiveness or altering 
the appearance and intended for use as a component of any such article. It shall not include any personal 
care products. 
 
“Personal care product” is any product intended for cleaning or cleansing any part of the body, such as the 
skin and hair including but not limited to, hair shampoo, hair conditioner, soap, bath gels and other bath 
products. 
 
"Mercury" shall mean elemental mercury Hg, mercuric iodide, mercury oxide, mercurous chloride, ethyl 
mercury, phenyl mercuric salts, ammoniated mercury, amide chloride of mercury, mercury sulfide or 
cinnabaris, or mercury iodide. 
 
Additional Information 
 

Certain skin-lightening creams and medicated soaps may contain high levels of mercury, even if mercury is 

not listed as an ingredient on the label.  Products may include those marketed as “anti-aging” treatments 

intended to fade dark spots, freckles, blemishes and fine lines. 

 

Mercury has a high absorption rate that can cause kidney damage, skin rashes, psychosis, skin 

discolorations and peripheral neuropathy. 

 

For full details of the bill: 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A08630&term=&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Text=Y 

 

Addition information on the following NY and FDA websites: 

https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/mercury-in-soaps-and-creams.page 

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/mercury-poisoning-linked-skin-products 

 

 
How Does this Impact You? Contact Us to Discuss  
Bureau Veritas can help verify that your products will meet your customer’s expectations as well as all 
applicable regulations. We can help you reduce cost and time-to-market, minimize the risk of recalls and 
returns, increase sales and customer satisfaction, and eliminate previously unidentified threats to your 
company’s reputation. Our services help to protect both your bottom line and your peace of mind.   
 
If you have any questions on these final rules, please contact your customer service representative or email: 
cps.info@us.bureauveritas.com.  
 
 
Bureau Veritas Consumer Products Services, Inc. (“BVCPS”) provides the information in this client bulletin as a resource of general 
information. It does not replace any applicable legal or regulatory requirements and is provided “as is.” BVCPS will not be liable for any 
indirect, special, punitive, consequential or other damages (including without limitation lost profits) of any kind in connection with this 
client bulletin. BVCPS DISCLAIMS ALL REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WITHOUT 
LIMITATION WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, IN CONNECTION WITH THIS 
CLIENT BULLETIN. 
 
Copyright © 2023 Bureau Veritas Consumer Products Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.              January 2023, Bulletin 23B-001 

 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A08630&term=&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Text=Y
https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/mercury-in-soaps-and-creams.page
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/mercury-poisoning-linked-skin-products
mailto:cps.info@us.bureauveritas.com

